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CHILDCARE OPERATORS — LICENSING FEES 

1249. Hon SUE ELLERY to the Minister for Community Services: 
I refer to the announcement in the budget of the introduction of licensing fees for childcare operators to take 
effect from 1 January 2010. 

(1) When does the government intend to publish the required changes to the regulations? 

(2) Is the introduction of the $350 licensing fee for new or renewed licences still on track to commence on 
1 January 2010? 

(3) Has the government made any changes in the structure of the fee to recognise the special circumstances 
of family day care and of rural and remote childcare services? 

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY replied: 
It seems very quiet for question time in this house today. I thank the member for some notice of the question. 

Earlier this year I did flag that I was going to implement a budgetary measure to introduce childcare licensing 
fees across the state from 1 January 2010, and I had commenced planning for that to happen. Today I am pleased 
to announce that childcare licensing fees will no longer be introduced. The Council of Australian Governments 
agenda has somewhat overtaken the state with its national quality standards, and the feds will introduce a new 
national integrated licensing and accreditation system on 1 January 2012. I did not want to introduce a separate 
state system for two years and then have the childcare industry go through another massive change with the 
introduction of a uniform federal system in 2012. COAG has moved at a really fast pace on the childcare 
industry, and within the next two years there will be more than enough changes for the state at the federal level. I 
had discussions with the Treasurer, Troy Buswell, and those discussions were fruitful. The government will no 
longer be implementing a childcare licensing fee. As we speak, I am sending out letters to the childcare industry 
to let it know that it will not be happening. As to the member’s question — 

(1) As licence fees will not be introduced for childcare operators there is no need to publish any changes to 
the regulations. 

(2)-(3) Not applicable. 
 


